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New York State Department of State Division of Coastal Resources

Across Mew York State, communities are using the Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, the experise of the Department of
State and funding from the Envirenmental Pratection Fund Local Waterfron! Revitalization Program to create and implement
their waterfront vision. Mew York City has the distinction of having the first Waterfront Revitalization Program approved by the

Mew York State Department of State, and we are pleased to be a partner over the past 28 years as the City worked fo recon-
nect its residents to their waterfrant

The Master Plan for the redevelopment of Shoelace Park and Fort Knox Park on the Bronx River is a greal example of o local-
ly-driven strategy that results in environmentally sound public recreotion destinations.  The plan will serve as a comprehensive
guide for park development that implements principles and policies of the MNew York City Wateriront Revitalization Progrom.

Implementation of the plan will strengthen connections with the surrcunding neighborhoads, enhance visual and physical ac-
cess to the river, and protect river woter quality.

We look forword fo working with the Mew York City Department of Parks and Recreation, the Bronx River Allionce and its many
partners in implamenting the visien estoblished for this important stretch of the Bronx River Greanway.

A d

George Staftord

Deputy Secretary of Stote
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation

We are delighted to share with you the plan for Shoelace Park and Fort Knox Park, These existing parks are key links in the
daveloping Bronx River Greenway, a confinuous stretch of parkland that will one day run from the rver's source af the
Kensico Dam to its mouth in the South Bronx. The Mew York City Department of Parks & Recreation is pleased to be the prime
public partner on thiz project, working with the Bronx River Alliance and with dozens of Community Boards, local and regional
non-profits, elected officials and other agencies on planning and implementing this exciting project thot will transform the
heart of the Bronx

FMew York City is on the verge of a great transfarmation of its waterfrants, opaning up hundreds of miles of shareline—
including along the City's only remaining freshwater river, the Bronx River—tor recreation and enjoyment. 4t the some fime,
we are developing miles of new bicycle and pedestrion paths fo encourage Mew Yorkers to gat active and out of their cars.
This plan represents our best thinking on how to revitalize exsting parkland to meel the public’s 215 century expeciations for
what public parklond can ba, while also ochieving the smaller-scale objedtives—a new playground, better exercise equipment,
better lighting—that can mean so much to local residents.

Thanks to the Bronx River Alliance, o public-private partnership with MNYC Parks, for leading the effort to restore the Bronx
River and develop the Bronx River Greenway alang its length in Mew York City, | would alse like 1o thank the Mew York State
Department of Siate Environmental Protection Fund for providing the financial rescurces and technicol assistonce to make this

plan possible.

Adrian Benepe

Commissioner, Mew Yark City Departrmen! of Parks & Recreation



The Bronx River Alliance

We Mew Yorkers are looking at the Bronx River with fresh eyes, envisioning it as an ecological, economic, recreational, and
educational resaurce for Bron communities and the greater Mew York City region. This plan locuses on a key one-and-a-
hal-mila stretch of rivertront parkland in the Marth Bronx - Shosloce Park and Fort Knox Park - building on the Bronx River
Gresnway Plan we released in 2005,

While | hope that you will fake the fime to view the plan holistically, | want to draw your attention fo three elemants of which
wa are parlicularly proud:

Cwr community approoch — For decades, efforts to restore the Bronx River and develop the Bronx River Greenway have been
grounded by the role community groups and elected officials have played in specking up for and faking action on the river,
In developing this plan, we heard from community members via a Youth Design Team, two community design waorkshops, a
websie survey, community board presentations and nearly o half-dozen other community gatherdngs and meetings. This plan
reprasants the lofest community vision on what the Bronx River Greenway can be and how if can serve multiple objectives
including spors and river viewing, historical interpretation and ecological revitalizetion.

Ecological approach — The key osset of the Bronx River Greenway is the river itself. This plan protects and restores the rver
thraugh thoughtful attention to the way water flows in the park—in the rver itsell, oveflowing s banks in floods, and as
stormwater sheeting off streets and down steep slopes into the river. The plan successtully integrates the steps necessary fo
protect and restore the river with those steps that will also enhance public enjoyment of the park.

Historic inferpretation — from hunting grounds, fo industrial cormidar, home to recreational trails, o literary scene and topestry
wsaving, the Bronx River corridor has seen it alll In this plan we pesl away the layers of history that have taken place along
this cne-and-a-hall-mile stretch and integrote them into design details for the park.

We are 3o pleased to have worked with o fobulous consultant team at Mathews Mielsen Landscape Architects on this plan and
particularly thank Ryan Kovac and Kim Mathews for their bard work and dedication fo this project.

3ee you at the river,

Ainde R Cox

Linda B. Cox

Executive Directar, Bronx River Alliance
Bronx River Administrater, Mew York City Department of Parks & Recreation



