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The Bronx River is alive!  We know it – we’ve seen it come back to 
life over the last 16 years.  The transformation from a neglected 
dumping ground into a vital natural resource has been astound-

ing, and many people and organizations have contribut-
ed to it. Now people are once again returning to the river, 
as are fish, birds, animals, and insect wildlife.

There was a time, before the modern era, when riv-
ers along the eastern seaboard were said to have “run 
silver” with a lewife herring migrations as fish travelled 
upriver to spawn. The alewife served as food for the Le-
nape Indians and European settlers, as well as for birds 
and animals such as wild cats and bears. The construc-
tion of dams, industrial pollution and the destruction 
of habitat all but eliminated the alewife from Bronx 
River waters.

Together with its partners, the Bronx River Alliance is 
changing that. The fish passage opened in 2015 is work-
ing – more than 160 river herring were observed passing 

upriver this year, from a remnant population still trying to spawn 
in the Bronx River. In addition, in 2017 and 2018, the Alliance, 
NYC Parks and Connecticut officials stocked 800 Alewife herring 
into the Bronx River to help these native fish rebound. Their off-
spring will return home to the Bronx River in a few short years.

We are also helping Bronx communities connect with the herring 
and other fish that enliven the Bronx River. In 2017 we hosted 
nearly 250 youth from five local schools at the fish and eel pas-
sages to learn about migratory fish. Citizen Science volunteers 
monitored the young fish spawned in the river by observing and 
recording ‘popping’ activity.

We look forward to welcoming these Bronx-born alewife back to 
the river in a few years’ time. I invite you and your family to join us 
in our efforts to bypass dams and improve habitat so the Bronx 
River may once again “run silver.”

Sincerely,

Maggie Scott Greenfield

Executive Director

September 2018

the living river



As the new Chair of the Bronx River Alliance Board of Directors, I am honored to rep-
resent such a dynamic organization. The Alliance demonstrates a successful public-
private partnership, having accomplished more than many much larger organizations 
through the coordination of resources. The Alliance provides a voice and 
is a strong ally to the often under-served communities in the Bronx. A few 
of the highlights of 2017 include: 

» Project Water DROP (Detecting River Outfalls and Pollutants)  
Project Water DROP engages citizen scientists to target the most 
egregious pollutants — and their sources — on the river. In 2017, 
we completed an all-volunteer effort throughout the full water-
shed to document fecal pathogen contamination levels during 
the paddling season (May-Oct). Using the data, we worked with 
officials to track down and address sources of pollution.

» Project WASTE (Water and Street Trash Elimination)  Garbage is a major im-
pediment to a healthy river. In 2017, over 220 volunteers, 130 teachers, and 
nearly 1,000 students removed 3,000+ pounds of garbage! Project WASTE also 
grows a cadre of young advocates to develop outreach campaigns to improve 
water quality and quality of life. We extended this model to other watersheds 
by partnering with NYC DOE to train 16 teachers around the city.

» Full Funding for Starlight Park Phase 2  As part of our vision for a complete 
Bronx River Greenway, the Alliance has long championed a critical link between 
Starlight Park and Concrete Plant Park. In spring, Governor Cuomo announced 
$7 million for the final pedestrian bridge in the park, as part of a project to 
transform the Sheridan Expressway. Altogether, our efforts have resulted in the 
allocation of over $58 million for this essential greenway link! 

» Exciting on-water activities  More than 1,500 people took canoe and kayak trips on 
the Bronx River. School children, families and groups of adults had the opportunity to 
experience the beauty of the Bronx River from the water, learning, in most cases for the 
first time, about the natural resource flowing through the heart of the city.

Looking forward, we are excited to be moving into River House, our new headquarters 
for the restoration of the Bronx River, a community space which will encourage even 
more collaboration with community partners, and one of the greenest buildings in NYC 
(if not the greenest). I welcome people to visit us in the new facility. 

Sincerely,

Raji Kalra

Chair

September 2018

proud of our work for the river
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U.S. Geological Survey

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 		
Bronx Borough President’s Office 
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Partnerships for Parks 
Patagonia
Phipps Community Development 

Corporation 
Pratt Center for Community Development 
THE POINT CDC
Tools of War
REI 
Riverkeeper
Rocking the Boat  
Save the Sound
Sebago Canoe Club
Solar One
Southern Bronx River Watershed Alliance 
SWALE
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Community youth plant trees along the Bronx River.



Staff
Penny Brown
Conservation Crew Leader

Katherine Elliot
Development Intern

Elaine Feliciano
Conservation Crew Leader

Diana Fu
Education and Stewardship 
Associate

Jonah Garnick
Greenway Coordinator

Toniann German, Jr.
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Volunteers and staff add plants to the landscape.
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Bronx River Alliance helps foster a life-long love of the out-
doors as well as community service.



GOVERNMENT
New York City Council 

Bronx Delegation
New York City 

Council Parks Equity 
Initiative

New York City 
Councilmember 
Andrew Cohen

New York City 
Councilmember 
Andy King

New York City 
Councilmember 
Annabel Palma

New York City 
Councilmember 
Ritchie Torres

NYC Department 
of Parks and 
Recreation

NYS Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation, Urban 
Forestry Program 

NYS Department of 
State, LWRP

U. S. Community 
Development Block 
Grant

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

ESTUARY 2,500 +	
Frances	

Beinecke and Paul 
Elston

Elizabeth Bennett
Peter and Manuela 

Bourbeau
Linda R. Cox and John 

G. Robinson
Brad and Sunny	

Goldberg
Kathryn and Vincent 

Heintz
Catherine Marron
Thomas and Heather 

McArdle
Edith McBean
Mary Beth Powers
Jay and Lisa Rook
Teresa and James 

Ruddy
Carrie Elston Tunick 

and James Tunick

BRANCH $1,000 +	
Charles and Elia 

Armstrong
Brian and Sarah 

Aucoin
Joan Byron
Kevin Connolly
Fabio Corsi and Susan 

Tressler
Garry Cox
Alfred Finger
Carol Fox
Robert Frost
Maggie and Jeremy 

Greenfield
Daniel and 

Marguerite 
Greenfield

Greg Kiss and Ellen 
Miller

Charles	McKinney and 
Susan Chin

Carolyn and James 
McLaughlin

Gordon and Betty 
Moore

Jeffrey Myers and 
Patricia Ferren

Jill and Michael	
Pytosh

Julie Robbins
Barbara Robins
Martha and David 

Schwartz
Ethan Strell and 

Jacqueline Elias
Dart Westphal and 

Ellen Pollan
Stephen Whitehouse

STREAM $500 +	
Susan and Ralph 

Babcock
Mike Batelli
Jake Beinecke
Robert Bender
Cristina	Bonaldes
Elizabeth Brody
Paula and Bill 

Caplan
John Cuggy
Bettina	Damiani
George	Davison
Maarten De Kadt
Elizabeth Elston
Marilyn	Gelber

Elizabeth 
Goldstein

Maxine	Griffith
Beth Haase
Raji Kalra
Marit Larson
Ana Lavdas and 

Steve Smith
Kim Mathews
Roger McCrossan
John and 

Katherine 
Mitchell

Suzanne Nolan
Sarah and Craig 

Richardson
Susan and Ed 

Scott
David Simone
Lois Strell
Tim Tompkins
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Gabriel Beck
Candace Beinecke
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BRONX RIVER ALLIANCE INC. STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
for the year ended December 31, 2017, and totals for the year ended December 31, 2016
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William Lease
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McLaughlin
Kathleen 

Mcquown
Leonard Mims
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Catherine and Tom 

Rowan
Judith Saltzman
Christopher 

Saporita
Scarsdale Woman’s 

Club
Lawrence A Scoones
Gerry Segal
Joseph Sherman
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2017 Unrestricted 2017 Restricted Total 12/31/17 Total 12/31/16
Public support & revenue

Contributions  295,499  167,750  463,249  1,139,203 

Government grants  344,055  344,055  218,321 

In-kind contributions  471,518  471,518  474,240 

Special event income  98,034  98,034  106,029 

Interest income  4,743  4,743  3,577 

Miscellaneous  15,252  15,252  53,080 

Net assets released from 
restriction

 220,760  (220,760) —    —  

Total public support & revenue  1,449,861  (53,010)  1,396,851  1,994,450 

Expenses

Program services  992,889  992,889  1,021,951 

Supporting services

Management and general  190,925  190,925  172,577 

Fundraising  207,337 —  207,337  211,754 

Total supporting services  398,262 —  398,262  384,331 
Total Expenses  1,391,151  1,391,151  1,406,282 

Change in net assets  58,710  (53,010)  5,700  588,168 

Net assets - beginning of year  556,581  1,121,428  1,678,009  1,089,841 
Net assets - end of year  615,291  1,068,418  1,683,709  1,678,009 



One Bronx River Parkway
Bronx, NY 10462
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bronxriver.org


