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2009 Financial Summary 
Revenue 

 
Grants – Foundation  354,526 
 
Grants – Corporation    67,628 
 
Grants – Government  445,842 
 
Individual Donations    61,772 
 
Other Income & Interest   97,663 
 
In-Kind Contributions,  
Parks Department  388,542 
 
Other In-Kind Income  189,146 
 
Prior year restricted revenue released 
from restrictions    
    406,882 
 
 
   Total 2,011,983 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Expenses 
 
Ecological Restoration  711,169 
 
Education   177,870 
 
Greenway   210,550 
 
Outreach   146,621 
 
 
 
  Subtotal Programs 1,246,210 
 
 
Administrative   164,603 
 
Fundraising    104,323 
 
 
 

 
  Total 1,515,136 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Net Assets 
 
Temporarily Restricted 628,931 
 
Unrestricted   320,368 
 
Net Assets at end of year 949,299  
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The River as an Outdoor Classroom
The Bronx River Alliance has long used the Bronx River as not only a green space for recreation but also as a unique learning space within an ur-
ban setting. We provide resources and programs that encourage the use of the river as a classroom for scientific exploration, personal growth, 
and integrated learning experiences. The Bronx River Classroom engages teachers through training programs to monitor the river’s health, en-
courages students to view the river as integrated aspect of their learning, and supplements curriculums as valuable skills are learned and then 
integrated in the classroom. 
 
The Bronx River Stewards is a corps of trained student volunteers, community members, and curious citizens that are educated in safe practices 
for monitoring the health of the Bronx River and transmitting the data in a scientifically meaningful way. The training that is provided helps to 
contribute to the GLOBE program, an international community of citizen scientists.  
 
These combined facets of the Education Program builds a bridge that extends from the classrooms 
and homes of Bronx residents and to the Bronx River. The end results foster positive relationships 
and creates an environmentally conscious and proactive group of students, teachers, youth, and 
adults that protect and advocate for the Bronx River. 
 
The Education Program’s activities and influences extend well beyond the classroom. Our influ-
ence also extended to a variety of on and off-river events, trips, and presentation. In 2009, the 
Education Program: 
 
•  worked with 133 educators and 797 students to enrich their educational experience by relating 
their lesson plans to the Bronx River 
•  distributed the educator’s guide, Bronx River Classroom: The Inside Track for Educators 
(available on our website, or by calling (718) 430-4665 to request a free copy). The guide draws 
together lesson plans, maps, and resources that enable educators to use the river as a classroom 
•  held an Election Day Educators Workshop and a Student Symposium 

 maintained our Stewards Program – 49 volunteers at seven sites along the river – with two 
Steward training days 
was featured in the National watershed publication River Voices as well as selected to offer a 
workshop at the National River Rally conference 



Protect and Enhance the River’s Ecology 
The Ecological Restoration and Management Program works to restore the Bronx River’s ecology and to advance environmental 
stewardship of the Bronx River. The Ecological Restoration Program helps to develop an integrated approach for protection of the 
Bronx River, by implementing best management practices within parks, promoting stormwater capture throughout the watershed 
to reduce CSO’s (combined sewage outfalls), and engaging the community to improve the health of the Bronx River ecosystem. 
These efforts are focused along the banks of the Bronx River or within communities that directly affect the hydrology of the Bronx 
River. The Ecological Restoration Program also works on a watershed basis, partnering with upstream communities in Westchester 
County to foster inter-municipal coordination. The most recent efforts have culminated in the development of an inter-municipal 
watershed management plan that will advance the restoration of the Bronx River 
through collaboration, prioritizing the most critical actions for protecting the health of 
the river.   The goal is for our collective actions to lead to better environmental policy 
and stewardship in both the city and the region, strengthening efforts to restore the 
watershed.   
 
The Bronx River Conservation Crew works to implement the practices of the Ecological 
Restoration Program through habitat restoration, conservation, and community stew-
ardship of the river. The Conservation Crew works with a variety of agencies to advance 
the natural ecological systems of the Bronx River. These goals are also achieved through 
workshops, training and volunteer programs that directly connect the community with 
restoration efforts, while providing skills that may translate to career opportunities.  
 
Our Ecology Program has made tremendous improvements to the Bronx River and in 
2009 we: 
 
•  planted 580 trees, 199 shrubs, and 128 other native plants 
•  stabilized over 20 feet of stream bank  
•  removed 10 river blockages, 17.4 tons of trash, and 2433 tires 
•  worked with 2412 volunteers, including 919 new volunteers 
•  removed over 30,850 square feet of invasive plant species 
• installed 5 rainbarrels to capture and use stormwater on site 
• worked towards reconnecting migratory fish with their upstream spawning habitats 



Creating the Bronx River Greenway 
When complete, the Bronx River Greenway will be a 23-mile long ribbon of parkland extending the full length of the river from the 
Kensico Reservoir in Westchester County to the East River. The Greenway Program works to develop the greenway along the eight 
miles of the river in New York City, both improving existing parkland and opening up new green space and access to the river for 
neighborhoods that have long lacked it, in accordance with the Bronx River Greenway Plan. The Bronx River Greenway will aid in 
future efforts to restore the river by opening up access to its banks, as well as to new recreational and educational spaces in the 
densely populated borough of the Bronx. 
 
In 2009, the Bronx River Greenway met the following mile-
stones: 
 
•  construction completed at Concrete Plant Park, Soundview 
River Access, 219th Street entrance to Shoelace Park, and path 
improvements in Shoelace Park near 230th Street 
•  construction underway at West Farms Rapids and 211th 
Street entrance to Shoelace Park 
•  development of a master plan for Shoelace Park and Fort 
Knox through an extensive community design process 
•  raised $550,000 for future greenway projects 



Community Outreach and Involvement
Outreach for the Bronx River Alliance continues to serve as the backbone of our work, drawing thousands of youth and residents to 
the river each year. Recreational activities, volunteer cleanups and plantings, and festivals provide Bronx River enthusiasts and nov-
ice learners opportunities to engage with the river in casual and fresh ways. The Bronx River Festival, for example, combines music, 
art, story-telling, and canoeing, to attract new audiences and old friends to the Bronx River. The Outreach Program cultivates learn-
ing and empowering opportunities for all that participate. 
 
Our core volunteer group provides crucial support to Bronx River Alliance programs. These dedicated volunteers provide aid at 
community events and recreational day trips, and they help plan the greenway and develop ecologically sound principles along the 
river. Through the development of a unified community presence on the river, and a focused voice for the river, our Outreach  
Program strengthens the Alliance’s ability to create lasting change. 
  
In 2009 the Bronx River Outreach Program: 
 
• brought 830 volunteers to the river to participate in our work 

hosted the Bronx River Flotilla and the Bronx River Festival bring-ing hundreds of  
  people out to celebrate and paddle the river 



Recreation: Greenway to Blueway
2009 was yet another banner year for the Bronx River Alliance Recreation Program, reaching more than 1,300 people through  
paddling and cycling along the Bronx River. We reach novice and experienced community members while providing partnership op-
portunities and create uniquely varied experiences for local community members on the river. The Alliance’s Recreation Program 
connects a host of individuals to the river through active outdoor participation and exploration. 
 
In 2009 the Recreation Program: 
 
•  brought 1,293 paddlers to the river through canoe tours and free community paddles for the 
general public, at the Bronx River Festival, River Park, Hunts Point Riverside Park, Fort Knox, and 
Barretto Point Park 
hosted our annual Pedal and Paddle Day, and free bicycling learn-to-ride lessons with Bike New 

York to promote Greenway use. 
 
 
 






