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The Bronx River Alliance serves as a coordinated voice for the
river and works in harmonious partnership to protect, improve and
restore the Bronx River corridor so that it can be a healthy ecological,
recreational, educational and economic resource for the communities
through which the river flows.

The Alliance works in close partnership with the New York City Parks
as well as dozens of community-based partners, regional nonprofits,
businesses and all levels of government.
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Dear Bronx River Friends and Supporters,

What a year! 2020 threw all it could at us: nationwide demonstrations against police brutality
and systemic inequality, an economic downturn, and of course, the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, despite it all the Bronx River Alliance, and the Bronx River, persisted and has
emerged stronger than ever. Together, we achieved our decade-long dream of completing
River House, collaborated with our local partners to pilot a brand new ecological internship
program for Bronx students, and achieved national recognition for our volunteer program:

. In April the Alliance finally opened the doors of River House. This LEED-Gold certified
facility boasts a community boathouse, nature classroom and will serve as the central hub
of the Bronx River’s restoration for years to come.

. As the COVID-19 and budget cuts threatened youth summer employment, the Alliance
pivoted quickly to launch a new program — Bronx River Environmental Enrichment
and Leadership for Students (Bronx River EELS) to engage South Bronx youth in paid
internships, allowing them to learn from BIPOC professionals in the environmental field.

. In the early spring, The Alliance’s Volunteer Program was certified as a Service Enterprise
by Points of Light, solidifying us as a leader in volunteer-based programming and
connecting us with a national network of high-impact, innovative volunteering-based
organizations.

Even still, 2020 presented the Bronx River Alliance with a slate of unique challenges that
required significant introspection and adaptation. Following the murder of George Floyd,
and the subsequent uprising against systemic racism and police brutality, the Alliance looked
inward to reevaluate our own commiment to equity and anti-racism. In pursuit of becoming
an anti-racist organization better equipped to serve the communities through which the
river flows, the Alliance applied for and was awarded funding from the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation to hire a consultant to lead us in this work.

Additionally, as residents turned to NYC’s parks and open spaces as locations for healing and
recreation during the pandemic, NYC Parks faced major budget cuts. Decreased funding in
tandem with record-breaking park usership overwhelmed our parks along the Bronx River
Greenway. However, these challenges, felt by conservancy groups around the city, led to the
creation of the Parks and Open Space Partnership, a coalition of open space groups who
successfully advocated for increased support for parks and trails around the city.

2020 presented no shortage of challenges. Despite this, the Alliance emerged stronger, more
resilient, and with a renewed commitment to its mission and goals. In 2021 and beyond, we are

deeply committed to building a healthy, accessible, and resilient Bronx River together with you.

Yours in the Bronx outdoors,
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Maggie Greenfield Nila Martell
Executive Director Board Chair
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2020 HIGHLIGHTS

RIVER HOUSE
IS OPEN!

In the spring of 2020,

River House was finally
completed. We can’t wait

to welcome you into this
innovative, green facility
located directly on the banks
of the Bronx River next year!

Despite all the challenges of 2020, we were floored with the
outpouring of support from community members like YOU, with over:

335K 1,000 400 2,500

SQUARE FEET NATIVE VOLUNTEERS BAGS OF TRASH
OF INVASIVE SPECIES ENGAGED REMOVED

“This internship gave
me the motivation to
be the change | want
to see in the Bronx.”

GROWTH PLANTED
REMOVED

NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR THE
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

Thanks to the incredible commitment of supporters like
you, the Alliance’s Volunteer Program is now certified as a
Service Enterprise by Points of Light, joining a national team
of organizations utilizing innovative volunteer strategies to
affect change in their communities. And it is all thanks to
our amazing volunteers!
POINTS OF LIGHT

FROM THE -Saquan, student in

the EELS program

A NEW SPECIES
OF EELS

Even during the height of the pandemic, students had access
to paid, hands-on STEM learning on the banks of the Bronx
River through the Bronx River EELS Internship Program
(Environmental Education and Leadership for Students).
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ESTUARY $2,500+
Elizabeth L. Bennett

Linda Cox & John Robinson
Aprajita “Raji” Kalra

Julia Robbins

Jonathan & Lisa Rook

Ed & Susan E. Scott

BRANCH $1,000+
Aileen Capozzi

Jacqueline Elias &
Ethan Strell

Joshua Ginsberg

Daniel &
Marguerite Greenfield

Jeremy Greenfield

Alfred Henderson

Liz Neumark

Martha & David Schwartz
Ronald Temple

Bill Zambelli

STREAM $500+
Charles & Elia Armstrong

Frances Beinecke &
Paul Elston

Joan Byron

Fabio Corsi

Dr. Maarten De Kadt
James Dunne

Frances Elston

Professor Alfred C. Finger, Jr.

Francine R. Gerace
Adam Green
Elizabeth Kaiden
Sarah Kaufman
Marit Larson
Thomas McArdle
Katie Michel
Deborah Mintz

Eileen Markey &
Jarrett Murphy

Thomas O’Connor

Christopher B. Snow

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Melissa Sobel
George Torres

Polly Trottenberg
Carrie Elston Tunick
John F. Tweddle

BROOK $250+
Cristina Bonaldes

Kenneth Kirschenbaum &
Wendy Breitner

Cecil Brooks, Jr.
Kate Byrne

Joan Byron

Paula & Bill Caplan
Elena Conte

Garry Cox

John T. Cuggy

Helen Eichmann
Carrie Elston Tunick
Joel & Joanne Feinberg
Fernando & Aramina Ferrer
Annelise Finney
Carol I. Fox

Jennifer Freeman
Kim Furletti

Carol Gaskill

Sarah & Jeff Gerecke
Sari Granat

Jeremy Greenfield
Kate Greenfield

Liam Kavanagh
Thomas Kuck
Shelley Levine

Paul Lipson

Sandra Lobo

Lance Lonergan
Tami Luhby

Jose & Yolanda Maya
Bryan McGurk
Charles McKinney

Carolyn & James McLaughlin

Sophia Nurani

Elizabeth Parry

Catherine Porter
Jeannette Price

Cathy Raduns

Laura Rossi

Teresa & James Ruddy

Andrew Schwartz

Jennifer Scott

Joseph Sherman

Ruth Siegler

Cynthia & Gerald Sobel
Joanne B. & Peter Spellane
Robert & Teresa Grant Stoeth
Gregory Strub

Annie Tirschwell

Laura Truettner Coles

Lauren Tsuboyama

Dawn Tutje

Veronica Vanterpool

Vivian Vazquez

Ellen Pollan & Dart Westphal
Kendra Sibley & Sasha Wilson
John Zutter
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RIVULET $100+
Frank Alagia

Dion Albanese

Sue & Dick Baldwin
Eileen Barrett

Robert Bender &
Loretta Nash

Adrian Benepe
David Bent

Nadine & Joe Berg
Brad Berger

Audrey Bishop
Jennifer Blaser
Claudia Block
Angelica Braestrup
Norman Brown
Timothy Brown
Stephen Byrns

Peg Byron

Elizabeth Cahill
Mark & Barbara Cane
Paula Luria Caplan
Bennett Capozzi
Sarah Charlop-Powers
Don Chen

Susan Chin

Eugene Clarke
William Cordes
Miquela Craytor
Anthony D’Annunzio
Michaela Daniel
Margo Davis

Bob Degroot

James Deutsch
Mary O. Devers
Stephen Paul DeVillo
Michele Disco
Alyssa Duvall
Stephanie Ehrlich
John D. Falxa, Jr.
Christina Rodefeld
John Fay

Edward Finnegan

THANK YOU TO

Deena & Harvey Forman
Bill Foster

Richard W. Gans &
Doris Quinones

Alexander Goldfarb
Jennifer Greenfeld
Leonard Grow

Pablo Guerra

Kevin M. Haney
Rebecca & Tony Harriss
Marilyn Hartl

Kathryn & Vincent Heintz
Harold Jenssen

Angela Johnson

Marie Kallio

Kamau Karanja

Adam Kassoff

Rebecca Kennedy
John Kline

Sarah U. Kolodny

Odile Kory

Bonita & Stephen Kramer
James Larsen
Chrisfriede Larson
Adam Sobel & Marit Larson
Jack Lehnert

Adam Liebowitz

Javier Lopez
Christopher Lourenco
Briehan Lynch

Thomas Maeglin

James Marker

Nilka Martell

Edith McBean

Jean McCarroll

Roger McCrossan

Ellen McDermott
Amanda McDevitt
Paloma McGregor
John McLaughlin

Dr. Gerald Meyer

Ron Miller

Andre Mount

George Myers

Gail Nathan

Andrew Nawn

Jeff Palladino

Calvin Parker

Mary & Ralph Perona
Fred Pfisterer

Sarah Pollack
Richard Powers

Kimberly Rancourt &
Luke Andreson

Leslie Richartz

Liz Rodgers

Roger McCrossan
Russell Ryer

Carol Samol
Christopher Saporita
Arpan Savla
Lawrence A. Scoones
Gerry Segal
Jonathan Shafter
David Simone

Kate Slevin

Gerard Smith

Nick Stein

Lois Strell

David & Barbara Stuart
Lee Stuart

Stacy Taffet

Vincent Tessitore
Roberta Todd

Kevin Tomlinson

Gina Tribotti

Tucker Tuberville
Colin Tuner

Kathy Valyi

Veronica Vanterpool
Stephen DeVillo
Judith Wallace
Robert & Hillela Ward
Valerie M. Washington
Meghan Waters
James Webler
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Aislinn Weidele

Penny Fujiko Willgerodt
Emily Williamson

Brian Wilson

Kenton Worcester
Susan Wulff

Lew Wunderlich

Akiko Yamaguchi

L
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FOUNDATIONS

Altman Foundation

Daniel Chillemi Charitable Foundation
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Lily Auchincloss Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
The Achelis & Bodman Foundation
The Hagedorn Fund

The Hyde and Watson Foundation
The Janey Fund Charitable Trust

The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation
The New York City Green Relief and Recovery Fund
The Prospect Hill Foundation
Westchester Community Foundation

CORPORATIONS
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Citibike

Clif Bar Family Foundation
Consolidated Edison
Patagonia

TD Bank

GOVERNMENT

Bronx Health REACH

Environmental Protection Agency

NYC City Council, Parks Equity Initiative

NYC Councilmember Andrew Cohen

NYC Councilmember Andy King

NYC Councilmember Ritchie Torres

NYC Councilmember Ruben Diaz Sr.

NYC Department of Cultural Affairs

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
NYS Department of Parks and Historic Preservation

US Community Development Block Grant

IN KIND SPONSORS
Bronx Zoo

Clif Bar Family Foundation
New York Botanical Garden
NYC Parks

Patagonia

Port Morris Distillery

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

EVENT SPONSORS
Bloomberg Philanthropies
BronxCare Health System
Consolidated Edison
D’Arrigo New York

Durst Organization

Gustiamo

HERE to HERE

Jetro Restaurant Depot
Krasdale Foods

Mclnnis Cement

Monadnock Development
Renaissance Power & Gas
Signature Urban Properties
Sims Municipal Recycling
Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects and Planners
Surdna Foundation Inc.
Sycamore Birch Management

Tryax Realty Management

Weeks Marine
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COMMUNITY-BASED & OTHER
NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

American Canoe Association
Angela’s Pulse

Banana Kelly Community
Improvement Association

Bike the Bronx
Black Girls Do Bike NYC
Boogie Down Rides

Bronx Children’s Museum

Bronx Council for Environmental Quality

Bronx Health Reach

Bronx Mama

Bronx Park East Community Association

Bronx River Parkway
Reservation Conservancy

Bronx River Art Center
Bronx River Senior Center
Brooklyn Greenway Initiative
Bronx Sole

Bx Girl Bike Gang

Children’s Aid Society
Christodora

City Parks Foundation

Columbia University Double
Discovery Center

Concrete Friends

Sarah Lawrence College Center for the
Urban River at Beczak (CURB)

Drew Gardens

East 222nd St Block Association
East Bronx History Forum

East Coast Greenway Alliance
Five Borough Bicycle Club
Friends of High Line

Friends of Hutchinson River Greenway
Friends of Soundview Park
Gowanus Canal Conservancy
Greenburgh Nature Center
Greenway Adventures

Green Girls

Green Thumb

Groundwork Hudson Valley

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

Harlem Grown

High Line Network

J-Teen Leadership

Kelly Street Garden

Long Island Sound Study (LISS)
Loving the Bronx

LYFE Coalition

Moskehtu Consulting

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Natural Areas Conservancy
Natural Resources Defense Council
New York Botanical Garden
Newtown Creek Alliance

NYC Greenways Coalition

NYC Water Trail Association
NY/NJ Baykeeper

NY — NJ Harbor Estuary Program
Parks and Open Space Partners
Partnerships for Parks

Patagonia

THE POINT CDC

Rebuild by Design

REI

Riverkeeper

Rocking the Boat

Save the Sound

Sebago Canoe Club

Solar One / Stuy Cove Park
SWALE

SW.I.M Coalition (Storm Water
Infrastructure Matters)

The Hope Program / Intervine

Transportation Alternatives,
Bronx Committee

Uptown and Boogie Cycling Advocacy
Van Cortlandt Park Alliance
Waterfront Alliance

Westchester Parks Foundation
WHEELS

Wildlife Conservation Society

Women of Woodlawn

Woodlawn Collective

Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Amtrak
Urban Waters Federal Partnership

Office of Congresswoman
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

Office of Congressman Jamaal Bowman
Office of Congressman Ritchie Torres
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Department of Transportation

U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Geological Survey

STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Bronx Borough President’s Office

NYC Community Boards: 2, 6, 9, 11, 12
NYC Councilmember Ruben Diaz Sr.
NYC Councilmember Kevin Riley

NYC Councilmember Oswald Feliz
NYC Councilmember Eric Dinowitz
NYC Councilmember Rafael Salamanca

NYC Department of Design
and Construction

NYC Department of Education

NYC Department of
Environmental Protection

NYC Department of Health

NYC Department of Parks
and Recreation

NYC Department of Transportation
NYC Service Enterprise

NYC Soil and Water Conservation District
NYC Urban Park Rangers

NYC Office of the Attorney General

NYS Department of
Environmental Conservation

NYS Department of Transportation

Westchester County Department of
Parks, Recreation, and Conservation

Westchester County Department
of Planning
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SCHOOLS

The Academy for Career and Living Skills/811X
Bronxdale HS

Bronxville HS

Bronx Community Charter School

Bronx Center for Science and Math High School
Bronx Science

Charter School for Architecture, Engineering, and
Construction Industries

Children’s Aid Society Charter School
City College

Columbia Teacher’s College
Columbia University

Cornell University

Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School

Fieldston School for Ethical Culture
Fordham University

Gotham Collaborative HS

Harlem Preparatory HS

Hostos Community College
Lehman College, CUNY

Manhattan College

Public School 811X

Global Learning and Observation to Benefit the Environment
(GLOBE), Queens College

Riverdale Country Day School
Samara Community School

Transformative Learning Community

Young Woman'’s Leadership School

ANNUAL REPORT 2020 9



BR@NX
e allianee

BOARD MEMBERS
Nilka Martell, CHAIR
Carolyn McLaughlin, VICE CHAIR
Ethan Strell, SECRETARY
Jonathan Rook, TREASURER
Raji Kalra

Joan Byron

Maarten de Kadt

Marit Larson

David Shuffler

Rafael Barbosa

Nicole Perrino

Javier Lopez

Justin Mashia

BRONX RIVER ALLIANCE STAFF

Abrieonah Ledbetter,
FOODWAY COMMUNITY SERVICE AIDE

Amelia Zaino,
EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Chris Caraballo, SPECIAL EVENTS
COORDINATOR/HOUSE MANAGER

Christian Murphy,
ECOLOGY COORDINATOR

Claudia Ibaven,
DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROJECTS

Daniel Ranells,
GREENWAY COORDINATOR

Daniel Tapia, FINANCE
& OFFICE MANAGER

Dexter Thomas Payne,
CONSERVATION CREW APPRENTICE

Darrell Everett Patterson Jr,,
CONSERVATION CREW APPRENTICE

Ebony Edge, BRONX RIVER
HOUSE RECEPTIONIST

Elaine Feliciano,
CONSERVATION CREW LEADER

Elizabeth Paredes, FOODWAY
COMMUNITY COORDINATOR

Jasmine Robles, NYC PARKS
COMMUNITY SEASONAL AIDE

Jay Singleton,
FOODWAY GARDENER

Jennifer Seda,
CONSERVATION CREW APPRENTICE

Lexi Echelman,
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

The below list is current as of September 2021.

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Alexie Torres-Fleming
Veronica Vanterpool

Kellie Terry

Dart Westphal

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Ruth Anderberg
Nancy Wallace

SPECIAL ADVISORS
Sonia Manzano

Gail Nathan

Wendy Neu

Richard Reagan

Dart Westphal

Maggie Scott Greenfield,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/BRONX RIVER
ADMINISTRATOR

Michael Mendez,
CONSERVATION MANAGER

Michelle Luebke, DIRECTOR OF
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Miguel Olivera,
CONSERVATION CREW MEMBER

Nathan Hunter, FOODWAY COORDINATOR

Pamela Hamilton-Brown,
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

Penny Brown,
CONSERVATION CREW LEADER

Rodrick Bell, RECREATION COORDINATOR

Thomas Capozzi, DEVELOPMENT
& COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Victoria Toro, RECREATION ASSISTANT

2020-2021 INTERNS
Makeda Andargachew
Madhur Bhadsavle

Lauren Finnegan

Shelby Haley

Mrunal Khadke

Emily Li

Jael Strell

Brandon Stubbs

EX OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS

Margaret Nelson

ACTING OMMISSIONER,

NYC DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
& RECREATION

Ruben Diaz, Jr.
BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT

Eric Dinowitz
NYC COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 11

Kevin Riley
NYC COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 12

Oswald Feliz
NYC COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 15

Rafael Salamanca, Jr.
NYC COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 17

Ruben Diaz, Sr.
NYC COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 18

DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Algenis
Alcantara-Viola

Ja’Juan Gibson

Alice Jung

Roseanne Andrade Twahira Khan

Jaccell Arguinzoni e Tincle: M

Yasmine Awais e Merdad
Jeffrey Behm
Sharon Behnke

Anna Berlanga

Marie Morales
Pepper Negron
Andy Peralta

Marisa Beutel .
Erin Provenzano

Journei Bimwala
William Busk

Emily Roese
Martha Schwartz

Denise Chan Norma Silva

Samantha D’Acunto Guzman

Kevin Daloia Crescentia Smith
Robert De Martin
Judi Desire
Stephen DeVillo
Steven DeWitt

Mohammed Diallo

Mark Surabian
Rebecca Swadek
Charles Vasser
Robert Ward
Meghan Waters
Michael Welch
Riley Whitebirch

Justine Yeung

Dominic DiCello
Peter Doherty
Royivia Ferguson

Julio Figueroa Jim Zisfein
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FINANCIALS

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

For the year ended December 31, 2020 and totals for the year ended December 31, 2019.

Without Donor With Donor Total Total
Restrictions Restrictions 12/31/2020 12/31/2019
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions $ 187,124 $ 448,852 $ 635976 $ 406,060
Government grants 205,491 205,491 213,404
Forgiveness of Paycheck Program Loan 130,015 130,015
In-kind contributions 723,551 723,551 453,015
Special event income 102,771 102,771 140,164
Interest income 13,800 13,800 17,655
Miscellaneous 45,327 45,327 25,222
Net assets released from restriction 281,965 (281,965) - -
TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE 1,690,044 166,887 1,856,931 1,255,520
EXPENSES
Program services 1,343,393 1,343,393 1,011,534
Supporting services
Management and general 186,795 186,795 202,061
Fundraising 167,838 167,838 153,755
TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES 354,633 - 354,633 355,816
TOTAL EXPENSES 1,698,026 - 1,698,026 1,367,350
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (7,982) 166,887 158,905 (11,830)
NET ASSETS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 655,856 664,095 1,319,951 1,431,781
NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR $ 647,874 $ 830,982 $ 1,478,856 $ 1,319,951
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One Bronx River Parkway
Bronx, NY 10462

718.542.4124

bronxriver.org

o @BronxRiver

o @BxRiverAlliance
@Bronx_River




