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Mop showing the conlemporary Brons River Watershed including the
Barios Rasarveir Wiatershed thal ssrees gz the sooree ol the river
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MNatural History

Shoeloce Park sits within the Branx River watershed, which is fed I:-"' fributaries
in e Branxt ond Wesichaster Cm.ln'l"lr. The Broex River runs far q:Fn:miml:rluhr
qnn-l:rrd-q-l':ql'l' milﬁ or huan'l"lrdhrﬂ i:il"l blacks ulqng the F-:lrk The rmver is the
canired nofural feghere af the Fl-:lr|-: and is tl:l:‘-l:ﬂii:-n“‘:ll unigue in the Mew York
Cil‘y 'I:l?ds-l:l:lFll o= Hhe -urll]l ramuining 'I'.Fl'l\'n‘\:ll‘l!’ mvar within the cify liemids.

| tcéal, the Bronx Biver rurs for h'n'll!'l"'lp-‘“'ll“ﬂ miles from s source of the Kensico
Reservoir in LR "|"'|':||s||:|'|ls|'lrll H'|r|:n.l9|'|. the E-n:n:-r, ta it mauth ot the Eosft River!
Washem ang |zland 5|:||..|n|:|. .ﬁpprnuimn:llhf -ighl‘ miles n:lF {he rivwer run !hr\:luEpl'l
thae Bromx and the rlmuining fitemn are in Wesichesler Equn'l\r.

More than 150 millian YEOrS 090, the wolansoy I:-n_:_|-|:|n. corving a channe! far
itselt throwgh the bedreck, shaping the landscape. The meandering rivar crecied
dl.-p gorges, ana at which is o socenic spof at the Maw York Bofarnical GI:ITI:III'I.I

Ag Sl'lﬂtll:l\rﬂ qul-:_, the river has been :igniiic,qnﬂ'lr cftered fram it= mm;ru:hring
:shupn aver fime |:|-'r rnlp'i-:n:! |:|-:|||:u;-n-'| -I:Iuvdnpm-'lhr such as the corslruchon af
the Metra-Morth railreod line and the :'qﬂinpmanl‘-—:lnl:' :ul:.u:qulrt‘l EKpan-
.'p'nn—-n! the Brorx River Furl'm:r:,l.

Pre-Colonial Period

The Branx River was colled Aqu.nﬁu.rpg ar “Fver of High RiuHs" h-,,' the Siwanay
Malive Amaricans that lived in the area.” The river hald spiritual sigrliiin:ln-:. fair
thie fribies, ond the woler was used far rtual baths. Tha rdver was alse an imipar-
fant source 1or sustenonice inl:lul:ing fish, wildlife and drinh:ing wirler. The Malive
Amesican tribes of the area hunéed in the woodlonds dl:n-g the river's m:lg-. The
momphology of the river was greally impacted by fhe large presence of dom.
builging beavers, which led the Malive Americans to cdll the rivar walley
f,qnphnwﬁlrmg ar “Ploce of Sfringing Lakes, ™

The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

The abundance of beaver atirocted Europeon seflers 1o the orea oround the
Braonx Hi'ﬂ". and in 14639 Jonas Bn:ru;l:.. o Swedish in'lrnigrl:ll'll‘r Pl..ln;l'l-g:-pd S0
acres of land fram tha Maobve Americans west =, tha rvar? Fn:lh:r-.ring Bronck's
-;||:||:ﬂ|'|, his land was sald nH, bl the river thot obulted i l:l;F.rl the nome “Bronck's
Rivar.” '-':Jw fima, the mome I'n:ln:F-;l-rrnm;! fo "Bronx Ei“r"_‘ and the |:|n;|n:rru5|1 WS
ssbsequantly nomed offer the Aver. Throughaut the 18th cenbury, the Bronx River
wos e source of pravear for many f“:m: af mi":; indudirrg :nuﬂ:.. paper, p-:lHurlll;,
and barrels.* During this fime #he Shoeloce Pork orea ond adjocent neighbor.
boods were part ot Westchasher cl;il.,ﬂ'ﬂ"r:, ane ot the -uriginl:ﬂ taelve counbies af
tha Prowvince -;l-l Mew York created in 1683,

Westchester County and the Bronx River were strategically important during the
Amarican Revalufion. The orea wos on iITIIFCII'h:II'II‘ ‘Ihrn:uEﬂ'rm:r" behsemn Maw
En5|-:|n|:| and Manhaton, The 'Dln:l Basion Pasl Rood crossed af William's Endgqt
|1:|.|n1|n1|'|r East GI.,I!'I Hll Hn:n;n:ﬂ Altar the Bratish gl;irmd carred of Hl;rlhn'l'h:n..
G\-m:rgl Wl;hﬂinglm and his trocns wera torced io the nodh in White Ploins.

The Branx theretore bacome o :h\:l‘-pgii: position an thz rouie lpnp-t:l-r {o Mew York
Eil"', There warm ||:|?|:||i|=|' :In:nghn!d: in the scuthem part ﬂ '|'|'|.-r Bromx. The norh-=
o F|I:I'| ot the Bronx was nicé held I;r!l either Fu;n'l"ﬁ orid was colled the *Beutral
Growund,” The site was subject ba consfant roids ond skirmishes by bonds known
as "'anb-;lllr:" I:H':ql Brifish qlmp-l:'lhi:u::l ored 'Sl:inn-u:rs" |I|'|- Americon revalution=
Cll'iﬂ:l.:



The Mineteenth Century

The areos alang the Brank River remained sporsely populated through the mid-
nineteenth-century unfil the construcfion of the Mew York and Harlem Railreod in
the 1840s. The new railway spurred rapid expansion into the areo and the cre-
ation af an industrial corridar. As part of the Rurdd Cemetery movement, Wead-
lawn Cemetery was estoblished in 1863.7 located directy across the Bronx River
and Bronx River Porkway from today's Shoeloce Park, the cemetery wos used

as recreafional pleasure grounds by Mew Yorkers. A possenger stop wos ndded
an the milroad of Eost 233rd Street 1o serve moumers arriving for funerals and
burials from Manhation, os well os those visting fhe cemetery for pleasure. The
Woadlond slop on the Metro-Modh line of Bast 233rd Street shill serves the area.

The Mew Parks Act of 1884 funded city acquisitions of large tracts of lond for
porklands ond preserved ond protected noural oreas from development. Branx
Pork, just south of Shoeloce Park waos inifially formed in 1888 with an omalgam
af 840 acres, some of which had been port of Jonas Brondk's 500 acres. Addi-
fionod open spoce acquired during this period indude the areos currently known
as the New York Botonical Garden, the Branx Zoo, Van Caortlandt, Pelhom Bay,
Crodong, and Cloremant Parks.® This acquisifion of parkiond set fhe sioge for the
futura formation af the Bronx River Parkwoy and foday's use of the lond orownd
the Bronx Fiver oz public park. Lorgely s o result of the porkland acquisifions of
the 1%h century, foday nearly ane guarter of the Bronx is porkland,

In the nineteenth century, several small setflemanis emerged in the vid nity of
Shoalace Pork. The area fo the west of the Bronx River wos known os Willioms-
bridge ond the areo east of the Branx River below 272nd Streel was known as
Olinville. This setlement wos named in the 1840%s after the authos, professor,
and Methadist bishop, Stephen Olin (1797-1851), known as cne of the mosé
powerful and fervent preachers of his doy.” Nerh of 222nd Street olong the
east side of the river was known as Waokefield, named ofter the Virginio plonto.
fion where George Washingion was bom, '™ In 1874, the orea fo the west of the
Bronx River and south of Yankers became porl of Mew York City, In 1895, the
villages fo the east of the Branx River were also fronsfemed into the City of Mew
York from Wesichesier Country. Following the incorporafion of Waketield and
E}Iil‘l'ﬂ-"l irdo the Hn;:n:;, the sireat rrqming .qlsllm l:hnt:lngpd (=] n:lnFqnn o the
numbaering systarms wes# of the river. First Avenue in Wakefield became 215:h
Sireet and subsequent streats 1o the norh were numbered oooardingly

‘Willigrmsbridge Boad is currantly
Eost Gun Hill Read. Fisl Avenue i
Z15% Streret, Hoted Gorbets and the
Williomsbridge Topesiry Waorks were
locofed of the comer of Efliol Boad
and Williamsbridge Road [noe Eosl
Gun Hill Reaad and Olireille Avenue),

I S

Histotic Map of Wilkemabridge ond Olinville, c. 1863
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Development along the banks of the Beonx River, o, 1900

Development and blllboards in the location of the presant-dog
park, .. 1900

The aren along fhe Bronx Biver neor East Gun Hill Roed, currently Fort Knaos
Park, wos known for its French setflements ond silk weovers from Aubussaon,
Fremica, An irn, Hote! Gorbats, ond o rencwned French reslourand, The Her-
mitage, wara located where East Gun Hill Rood crosses the Bronx Biver of o
pichwesque meander in the river, Hote! Gorbefs was popular with oydists and
Branx River booters who visited the Brons for leizuse, The Heemitoge, cwned by
Bowdain Loguerre, waos o populor spof with orfists and writers during the 1850':
Modobla diners af the restaurant includad Henry Jomes, Mark Twoin, and Brat
Harte. Guests could enjoy cuidocr dining and rend rewboods for an unhurried
boat ride. The restaurant, ifs owner and his "velvel eyed” daughter are chroni-
cled in o book fitled A Doy of loguerre’s and cdher Days Baing Mine Skatches by

FE Them FEan Emith which wos U blishad in 183%92." Ballevua F'urlc'l o pi{ni{ |:er|-.
and dorce holl, epenad in 1874 in the areo of Fort Encx on #he sast side of tha
rivar at Magenfa Street,'? The Brons Rives, re-routed with the construdion of the
Brorix River r'cfl:wul,._, i:,_lrn:_.r'|'r- Flows owgr this site.

In 1893, the Hotel Gorbels was convarted info the Williomshridge Topes-

ry Wiorkes, thia firgl topesiny warks in the United Séotes. ™ Tha ocwnar, Willicem
Boumgoren, browght expert topssiry waavers from France 1o work For him wha
hod froined ot the Gebelin Tapesiry Works in Pariz. Boumgarten locoted the
Topesiry Wors of the former Holed Gorbels becouse of the orea’s reputafion os
a French setlement and Boumgorten himze!f had enjoyed meals there, The sile
af the Williomshridge Topasty Works iz described oz o "vine-covered manos
howse” on the banks of the litle Brors River, The water of the Brors River wos
alse found 1o have ideal properies for use in the dying of the fopestry threods,
Az topesiry moking in the United Siofes wos o novelty, it was covered by the
Mew York Times, ond if was also decumented in Topesties; Their Crigin, Hiskory,
ond Renaissance published in 1912

Al thiz fime, o wooden footbridge was locoded just seuth of Gun Hill Reod. The
briclge waos wsed by Mr. John Lozzari, port owner of the Hedel Gaorbksts, and the
topestry warkars to cross the fver withaut In:r-.'alirg up i tha br'dg-a at Gun Hill

Rood. ™

By 1895, unragulatad growth and industrialization fransformed the Brors Rives
fram notured idyll il an open sewer. Adjacent nesghborhoods dumped affluant
diracy inte the once pichuresque river cend ifs fributaries, and houses and stables
were built very dose b the river, Lorge numbers of billboards were olso hophez-
ordly erecied clong the river bo aftract the oltenficn of roilreod possengers. By
the turn of the canfury, the Bronx River was described as "dismal land sirippad of
all mabural beowdy, ond o foul ill-smelling and wncanirelled shreom spreading it
podluted wabters and refuse upon odjocant lowlands,™"
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Early Twentieth Century

The Bronk River Parkway Reservation

It was not undil the sody twentieth century that ateps were faken 1o regulate pol -
luticn af the Brora River. In 19085, the Brone Porkway Commizsion (BPRC) was
appointed 1o reclaim the river ond create a fiflesn-and-o-ho!f mile linear pork
conneding Brana Park and the Kensico Do ond reserair. Aa part of thelr work
tha BPC installed sewer pipes, monitored water quafity, and corvinced resghibon-
ing fowns to use the piped sewage syetem rather than dump infe the river, The
BPC cleo pursued legol aclion ogainst companies that were dumping and piping
industrial waste inlo the river. The Bronx River Parkwoy Reservation project began
as a sanilofion, envircnemendsl restoraficn and pork indfiotive ond evenfucdly grew
iz indude an aulemabile road for pleasure driving thraugh the resarvation, With
the oddiion of the roadway, the Bronx River Porkway was cne of the first park-
woys consfructed in Americo ond became on imporant precedent for madern
roadway development surrcunded by scenic porkiands. Harmann Medel, the
supenntendent of maintenance af the Mew York Zoclogicnl Sociaty, wos hred

as the landscope architect and forester for the porkway project. He played on
ingtrumental rofe in designing the porcway ond ensuring thaf the resifalized rver
could be bolonced with sofe matoning os well os traditional pork amenities.
Merkal noted thot many of the nofive species that once populated the banks of
the river hod been erodicoted by developrment, Merkel worked to retum notive
species 1o the Bronx River but recagnized that the landscope could mof realisti-

colly be restored taits origingd condifion ofter years of impad of egriculfure ond
indusiry. Merkel indend advecoled creafing a civic amanity that woudd have o
pichresqua oppadl with considerable ecclogical ond recreaticnal benefits with-
aut a comprehensive ecclogical resteration, Merkel creoted o series of plont-
ing typas that would be mare compafible with the recrenfional wse of the park:
restored woodlonds, picfuresque plontings, ond grossy meodows, In many arecs
whara the river hod been siraighfened for the roilreod, including areos near the
Bronx £oo, Merkal insisted on resforing its meanders, Merke! alzo advocoted for
the creofion of manmode lokes for recreaticn aclivities, minfercing the naturaliz-
fiz, pichwresque re-creofion of the Bromx River,'”

The project did not receive funding for lond ocquisifion and river deon-up unfil
1913, Sources of pollution ware idenfified ond offenders were required by low
1o stop dumping, By 1914, the BPC hod arganized a systematic cleaning of the
rivar, Debris and gorboge were remeved in swch great quantifies that they were
upad as fill for bow spofs when creafing the Parkway. The dredging was also

port of on enginesding measure fo reduce fooding ond enhance the recreation
appeal of the river. Dredging allowed boating, os wedl os the creation of smal
lokes for scanic valua, & forestry progrom waos insfituled during e planning
procass and provided vagelotion for fhe newly created open spoce, The project
wis considerad importont becouse of the public health improvament provided by
eliminating the "open sewer” ond for the recreaticnal cpporfunities created by o
ingar park,

Today, Shoelace Park aond Fort Knos Fork are located within
Sectiorn 1, 2 and 3 of thas 1918 record drawing.
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F5 31 schoo! groups plambed vidory gardens in the park
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Brorw RBirer Reservolion River Improvemeares, Eorly 208k Cepfiery Yiew locking south of th= onginal podosay

The praject faced severol challenges that slowsd prograess, including the First
Warld Wor, and preblems securing funding, Construcfion wos suspendad during
the war yaors and porkway londs were even used s victory gordens, After WWI,
war departmend surplus mochinery wos purchosed of reduced costs for use on
the projed, helping it move forward.,

During the cradfion of the porkway the Kensico Dom wos cempleted in 1915
The dom haod o significent hydrelogical effect on the rdver coridar, and it re-
sulted in o reduction of one guarter of the waoler volume inthe riven'”

An important feclure of the Parkwoy wos the iminafion of al-grode crossings
The commissicn insisted that bridges and vieducts harmonize with the Porkway’s
nofural oppeorance, and they favored the use of groceful ordhed bridges, mony
of which were designed by the architect Chardes W, Soughion, Sone roadway
markers and rustic cedor lighl poles were designed spedfically for the Parkwoy
fo further the picturesque aesthefic of the design. Tha nusficated sfone bridges of
the Porkway con ba seen in Shoeloca Pork iodoy of the norharn borks of 233rd
Sfraat ond in the south of East Gun Hill Raad

The Parkwoy wos completed in 1925 ond wos on immediate sucoess. The
Porkwaoy waos populor oz both o pleosure drive ond commuter read, Tha Porkoway
designers infended the rood 1o be used os a plecsure drive connacting the city
with the couniry, ond the rood was designed for speeds of 25-30 m.p.h. By the
fime the Parkwoy wos completed, odvances in automobile design rendared the

Pl gy O

WA g

Bronx River Parkwoy Res=rvafion shorly ofier complefion

Parkoway somewhat cheolete for oulomaobiles. I was koo norow and curving for
higher speeds ond locked o shoulder for disabled cars, The Porkwoy did, howaves,
garve 05 0 cabalyst for o building boom alang Bronx Boulevard and savenal mulfi-
ghony apartment buildings were built betwesn 1927 ond 1733

Moving the Parkway

By 1250, the porfion of the Brong River Porkway scuth of Bronsville wes refocoted

approxmately 300 feet fo itz curent locofion west of the Brors River and extended
zouth to Bruckner Baulevaord, The rood waos strsighiened and widened to six lones

o meet the needs of an increasing number of commuters,

The unuzed rocd-bed currently located alang the ecatern edge of Sheelace Park
woe near the ongingl southem terminus of the Parkwoy of the Brons Zoo, A1 233nd
Sireet, the Porkwoy crossed the river and raifroad ond confinued narth along the
wesl side of the river fo Weatchester, Todery, thiz unused farty-foot-wide, free-lined
historic road-bed iz a reminder of early 20th century parkoweoy design. Currently, it
zarves as a bikefwalking/jogging path and a general recrectionol areo,



When the Brenx River Parkway was relocated in the mid-twentieth century, the meandering course of
the river along Shoelace Park was dramatically straightened to accommodate the relocated roadway.
This move eliminated automobile traffic inside the area that is now Shoelace Park.
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Mid to Late Twentieth Century: The Credation of Shoelace Pork Bronx River Aﬁynmunt

In 1*;'-!‘50.. there wos some debole oboud rn-npeninqa the obondoned Brorx Rivar Hﬁweverr ||'u:lug|'| there was inleres alhe dver og COEn Spoce, |:r,' the mid- L‘Eﬂ’ﬂﬂd

F‘I:l"l'h‘\:llf in the Shoeloce Pork orea os o local rood and pnrl:ing e E'f this poseritiaih nenll.n“r fhe fver wes inn’msing'y abandened in favar af industial and

fima, lacal residerts hod become ococustomed Ha u:ir.g the rood-bed os o pork higi'mn:r d‘EUEICIFHTIEI"l.L Du.lring fhe 1980's g 1';?0":, lhe Broox sls'ugglzli wilk mm

andl |:|||:|.'rgn:hun|:| arem, bt there wos a graup al locol constiluands wha wera in- n:IEIEfmr'-:llmg: |1-r_‘|u=i:‘|g slack and "15‘1| ta the suburbs, Baberl boses’ moger |'|.=g|'|-

ferested in using the areo for porking. Highwoy enginears exomined the road in woy and hausing indlialives divided neighberheads and often separaled peaple - Bronx Fiver - curment aignmen
1940 and determined that, since the road hod not been used tor more than fen fram the dver Secth of the Mow Yok Batanicn! Garden and ibhe Breeos Ean, FEMA FI9 M Bapiember 8, 307
YEars ornd wias |:u;||i:|l dried cut ond F.hnhhl;@-ud, it would need siEpniFi-mnl‘ rennirs fhe Hwver wes |:l|'_'r“u!=1:| ard nl:lu&EtL orid [l banks were bulkheadsd ared ||:n-:'g=|',' - Bronx River - 1938

ang :ﬂ:-:l.,.rl'l;u;ing in order to become o !um:li-;lning rood, Fi"'r:l"':lll tha Bronx Bors Borseaded i:|'|l irndusirial vses, The charnel el was rzpctlled:,l allered |:||I:1-:e"|g MY OFR Butsly Seplerminer 20, 19509
CII..IE"I Presidant’s (Hice and the Meaw Yok CHlIl Elupnrh'nnnl of Parks & Recreolion {he |=n-g|]-| af the dver. The paisn al the Brany Blver i the Broons became ance : 100-%1. Floodine

ﬂ?’tﬂd that the obandoned rood<bed should ba considered purkh:r:d mnd Hhat again o pl:r!lu!ed m.lmpirlg graun-:l.

tha enfira P-:lr|-.' should ba Fl'l;hgrummul:f.""
In 1974, local residents, under the leadership of Buth Anderberg, feunded Bronx

In 1*;'?3.. the Mew Yark Times reF||:r|u|;|'! an e n:lp-u:ning al a nmf.:,l nomad pork River Bastoralion. Tha grassroaks n:lrg-:lnij.cllidn mebilized o remeve lons af de-
n:||n:|n5 the obondoned rood-bad of the Brons Bivar H:Irll'l'-l'ﬂ':'l. The arfide siofes bris frem the shoraling in the 1Bk Sireslest Farms area and alsa undedack
that Mive i:ii':,l ngn:nl:im'. worknd ln-gulhtr in the creclian ol 5|'|n:u:|m:n Park, from ﬂgnlrcﬂml chear- =L :|:|r|::i=|:|$ FEPIa ng Showisands of I|r=$ broken n:lppllrzlhnﬁ

21 M o 22MK Sh'm:h;r the braindhild of a Fu:lrl-c toreman.” [5-:|'||_-.l1'|-:||;5'|, 1 ??ﬂ] cof poaris and even an arligiee wire press frevn the pve?! ba 1980 Brons River
The pork was CIH:iCiCI""' apered July 7, 1973, and Mayor Lindsay, the Porks Com- Resioralion collaborated wilth the design team af The G'EII‘I. Partnership lo creale
messioner, and SMembers of the Wokeheld-Fdarwold I:'Hii;-p af Hqighbgrh-:n:-d a masler |:|||:|l1 [ar the arlire |i_-:rrgl|'| e the Breww River, Dose je the recestdan af the
Government atiended. ™ early 1980s, many pefential !uru:"r'lg saurces for implementalian of the master

5|:|||:r.-| visian weare =ul,
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Canalruclion of tha Fa Knex Beal Launch, 2004

ALLIANCE
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‘While the ecanomic downturn of the 19840 |ef THANY of the gu:.v:ﬂs of the maslar
plan unrealized, the wark of Branx River Restarcfion confinued under the leadar-
ship of Mancy Wallace (Ruth Anderberg’s successer] and was the foundation for
a new generclion of local ochivisis who embroced the redomaodion of the rivar

in the lote 1990 as on element of 0 brood sinuggle for ervironmendol justice
Braught fogether undar the umbrello of the Bronx Bver Warking Group, onini-
fiative of Flj'll'E"‘E."l-r}E Far F':lrlc's.. s.i:-:l',-"i-.'\-; COETITILE "uil',' grgi:lnizgli-::ns redligd around
the commen gool of claiming the rver os o resource and, by 2001, hod raised
533 millicn 1o resiore tha river and develop the Bronx Biver Gresowoy, This his-
iory led to the incorporofion of the Brons Rivar Alliance

:

e

Twenty-first Cenfury

In 2001 i the Brony River Allionce wos crealed os o puH c=prvoie parnersstp
with the Mew Yark City Deporiment af Porks & Pecreaficn IWE:DPE], wirth o mis-
sion "o serve as 0 coordinoted vaice for tha nver ond wark in hormaniows part-
nership fo profed, improve and restore the Bronx Biver comidor and greenway
o that -|-||:-|| can ba haalihy n-.n|n-gii:r.||. recrealianal, educaficnal and economic
resaurces tor the communities through which the river Hows,"™

The Bronx River Corservofion Crew and the MY DPR's Moturod Resources
Growp (NBL3] have developed several restorolion projects in Shoelace Park ta
curbh ercsian, shabilize the sfream banks, ond re-establish nafive pant papuias
tions. The {oreervaficn Crew aond MRG olso constructed a bool launch ot 21%9:h
Yreet, the tirst in decodes on the nver and one thol ho= since enobled bun-
dreds of paddlers to explare the river, The sucoess of this inilial eHodt led 1o 1he
complefion of g second boat launch of Fart Knax in 20086,

Completed in 2004, the Brony River Design Guidelines is o document that estab.
ishes o consistent design vocobulary for the then amerging greemway. Build-

ng wpon fhis infifial eHart, the Bronx Biver Allionce published the Brons River
Grue.nwa:r:r Plan in 2005 which prn'-.-in-nd the |nr5-r.~' tramewcrk for an nii._'_.|-"||-'n |
inear cfy park along the Branx Biver with bike and pedesirion froils connecling
jo trmals in ‘Wesichesler E:nunl','. This inifiolive ervisians o confirucus rml syslem
for the length of the Brornx River from the moulh of the river in the Sauth Bronx fc
its scurces of the Kensico Basareair. The Bronk River Greenway will olso be part
al tha East Coast Greerwoy, a 3,000-miledang poth rnning fram Canada 1o
Key Waesi. The following yeor the Bronx RBiver Allionce ond the NYCDPR com-
plefed the Ecological Restoralion and Manogement Plan far the Bronx parfion of
the Bronx Rivaer, This mojor planning project oddresses the enviranmental health
al tha lower Bronx River, sats overall resforalion geals, and creales o confext for
evoluofing fufure restoralion projects ond strategies. In oddition, the Branx River
Allionce and the MYLCDPR are parinering with Wesichester Counfy 1o develap o
Branx River Intermunicipal Waotershed Manogement Flan #hat will affirm o shored
vision tor watershed management infegrofing the abjecives and pricrties idenfi-
tied ooress the two counties, ond EnCaurage o unitied approach fo wotershed
manogement. In 2007, the Bronx Biver Greanway Signoge Master Plon was com-
pleted. This document builds wpon the recommendalions put torth in #e Bronx
Fivar D-l-:n‘gn Surdsfines and further etines the grr.phii.'. iderrlify and wn','ii"::li-ug
systems thof detine the Greenway Finglly, MYCDPR, the Bronx River Allionce and
the Mew Yark Bolonical Garden {NYBG) are develaping o Bronx River Riparian
fnvasive Plant Management Plan thal idenfities pricrifies for riparian ond oquodic
ok {ats, describes conirol :IrnInE ez, provides o smple raukine tar coardinafion
and decumentafion, encourages odaplive monagement, ond idenfities monibar
ng siles and research areas, The 2010 Shoalace Pork Moster Plon coordincées
with the goals of oll of these etarts.
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